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Local High School Student’s piece on 
Harrassment of Muslims banned by 
school administration 



Arab and Muslim Students Targeted 
for Racist Harassment 

Robin Chen Delos, WireTap 

May 24,2002 

Editor’s Note: This article first 
appeared on the WireTap Magazine website 
(www.wiretapmag.org). Robin Chen Delos 
is the news editor for the newspaper at 
South Lakes High School in Reston, 
Virginia, a suburb of Washington D.C. This 
spring she wrote a cover story about the 
harassment of Arab and Muslim students 
at South Lake High. The day before the 
paper was scheduled to go to print, the 
article was recalled, censored by the school 
administartion, because, as Robin says, “the 
principal thought it would make the school 
look bad.” 

Here is the story, in its complete form. 

Since September 11, Arab and Muslim 
students at South Lakes High School in 
Washington suburb Reston, Virginia, 
encounter hatred - from dirty looks to death 
threats - directed against them solely 
because of their race and religion. 


One South Lakes Junior, Arab-Muslim 


Mohammad Chowhan said students call him 
a “terrorist.. People who call Muslims 
degrading names associate terrorism with 
being Arab,” he said. “They always want 
to think that someone from the Middle East 
did something bad.” But most hate crimes 
nationally are committed by white racists to 
terrorize Arabs and other people of color as 
scapegoats for the September 11 attacks. 


Hate crimes are crimes committed 
against individuals because of the 
individual’s race, gender, religion, or sexual 
orientation. 

Many Arab and Muslim students at 
South Lakes say they face verbal and 
physical intimidation, including pushing 
and shoving in school hallways. 


Intimidation based on race is county¬ 
wide. Last year in Lairfax County, Virginia, 
hate events increased more than four fold 
from the year 2000, from 31 reports to 137. 
The actual number of hate events is 
probably much higher. The Lairfax Country 
Police Department said a major reason for 
the dramatic increase in hate crimes is the 
post September 11 backlash against Arabs 
and Muslims. 


The alarming jump in hate incidents 
locally illustrates the rising racial intolerance 
happening in high schools and communities 
nationwide. 

South Lakes Sophomore Nadia Akhtar, 
who is half white and half Pakistani, found 
a death threat in her locker. “I got it a few 
days after the attacks on the twin towers. It 
was really random.” 

She’d gone to her locker and “found a 
note sticking out. I thought it was from one 
of my friends,” she said. After she read it, “I 
was in shock for like five minutes.” It was 
something she had never expected. She told 
subschool principal Dave Dalton who filed 
a report with the police. 

Akhtar’s mom picked her up early 
because she “thought I was not safe at 
school," Akhtar said. 

Akhtar wants people to learn the facts 
about Middle Easterners. “Our race as a 
whole is not responsible. The people who 
attacked America are a small extreme 
group.” 

In the weeks following September 11, 
Akhtar “would get weird looks from people 
... and people pushed me in the hallways,” 
she said. She still does not know who wrote 


Women in Prison: Casualties of 
the War on the Poor 

liana Sabban 


Women in prisons and girls in juvenile 
detention centers are the fastest growing 
population in the entire prison system of 
the United States. Not only are women in 
prison separated from their own children, 
but once released many women face 
poverty, as the Drug and Lelony 
Disenfranchisement Laws make these 
women ineligible for welfare or even 
“workfare.” These laws have left 100,000 
women without the safety net of such 
programs and, as a result, 135,000 children 
have also fallen through the social-safety 
net. “ 

In the District alone more than two 
thirds of all women in prison are mothers, 
most are single parents. With so many 
mothers behind bars children are often left 
to be raised by their grandparents or 


warehoused in the foster care system. And 
because women of color are 8 times more 
likely to be arrested than white women 
(Amnesty International USA), many 
African-American children are robbed of 
their families and end up being raised in 
foster care. The separation of parent and 
child is not only emotionally traumatic, but 
it leaves children without parents to 
supervise their education and opens up a 
troubling cycle of incarceration, as children 
of incarcerated parents are far more likely to 
end up in prison themselves. “ 

Arresting and caging our mothers, 
who are usually incarcerated for non-violent 
offenses, affects every societal ill that is 
spoken of, yet this problem is rarely 
addressed. On Saturday, June 1 the 
Washington, DC chapter of Critical 


Resistance (a national organization 
dedicated to abolishing the prison industrial 
complex) held a rally at Lincoln Park to bring 
attention to this issue. The rally had such 
distinguished speakers as Patricia Allard of 
the Sentencing Project, and long time 
activist Brenda Smith, who is a professor of 
law at American University. This event was 
one of the first steps Critical Resistance is 
taking to bring the community together, so 
we can work to re-unite families of color 
and recognize the link between incarceration 
and other societal problems such as 
poverty, foster care, and education. 

liana Sabban works with the 
Washington, DC chapter of Critical 
Resistance (www.criticalresistance.org) and 
is the Director of Community Outreach for 
RedEye Magazine 

(www.redeyemagazine.com). 
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P^lNT Of VIEW/... 


YOUTH SPEAK OUT 


Hope and Esperanza 

By Yessica Abarca 

As a Latina, I can choose between hamburgers and 
pupusas. But my choices are not limited to food. My 
everyday life is like a huge buffet where I can choose 
between many flavors of pop culture, different political 
ideas, and many ways to happiness. As one Spanish 
proverb says, “Quien sabe dos lenguas vale por dos." In 
other words, if I know two languages, or understand more 
than two cultures, my value to society is also doubled. 

If I walk down a street in New York, I am bombarded 
with exotic Samba, Salsa, and Merengue. Spanish language 
flows through the street in sync to the music. The sweet 
aroma of Latin food engulfs me. In general, the United 
States is becoming more like New York, with that same 
diversity seen in my suburban city of Reston, Virginia. As 
a Hispanic American, I have more choices than ever. For 
example, I can go to Tower Records and pick up the hottest 
new Latino artist, such as Marc Anthony, and right next to 
that I can find Britney Spears or Metallica. The 
entertainment world celebrates and prides itself on its 
Hispanic actors and actresses. We feel proud to see that 
our people are among the top paid actors and actresses in 
Hollywood. Actors such as Selma Hayek, Jennifer Lopez, 
and Benicio Del Toro win awards and recognition for us. I 
hope that someday I can be as successful as they are. I 
hope that I can represent my community as well as they 
do. 


In government, I also have a new political voice in 
my community and all the way up to the Presidential level. 
I can choose between the candidates or I can even become 
a candidate myself someday. In the past election between 
A1 Gore and George Bush, both candidates made speeches 
in Spanish in the states with larger Spanish speaking 
populations. Even though Gore and Bush did not speak 
Spanish perfectly, they tried because they knew that since 
Latinos are the largest minority in the country, they play a 
major part in the election outcome. Latinos might even 
have been the ones who swung the presidential election 
to Bush in Florida two year ago. As a possible voter some 
day, I can compare politicians who make promises in English 
and Spanish, and really get a better feel for their honesty 
and good intentions. 

Being Latina in the U.S. has opened doors for me in 
many directions in my personal life. I can have both 
American and Latino friends because I am able to 
communicate with both groups effectively. I will also be 
able to get a job faster than a person who only speaks one 
language because of the great demand of bilingual 
workers. I will also have the opportunity to marry a Latino, 
an American, and anyone else because of my ability to 
speak both languages and to appreciate all the cultures 
that make up America. 

In my high school, I can relate better to other students 
based on my ability to adapt to both Latin and North 
American culture. As a bilingual student, I help others, 
especially as a tutor for my Spanish-speaking friends who 
are still adjusting to life in the U.S. I can also assist 
Americans by translating for them or helping them with 
their Spanish classes. For the past three years, I have 
been President of the South Lakes International Club for 
Education and Entertainment (SLICE), which is making a 
difference with students from different cultures. I have 
tired to pull together everyone into a family, a community 
of talents and ideas, which we have celebrated in three 
international festivals in the past three years. I have been 
the peacemaker and the interpreter for the largest ESL group 
at South Lakes, especially for my fellow Salvadorans. I 
can understand their struggle because I have been there. 
It is worth the effort when you feel that you have taken a 
person out of the forest of confusion into the open field of 
happiness. This diversity that I represent and the freedom 
of choice that I have in this country are both reasons why 
I am thankful that I belong to two different worlds. I wish 
everyone could share my experience. 


For those Lost 


By Jarren Kanse, a fifteen year old member of the Girls’ 
Advisory Board. 

Making herself a model posing, 
hair blow dried, 
make-up applied, 
nails manicured. 

She must be perfect, 

beautiful, 

smart, 

happy, 

nice. 

She wears the smile. 

But she feels misunderstood, 
fake, 

lost inside herself. 

She still would seem perfect, 
if she stopped posing, 
stopped faking. 

She would achieve the perfection she desires 
if she started being real, 
loving herself, 
and eating. 


From Liberia to 
America 


My name is Tony Annan. I was born in Monrovia, 
Liberia on July 28,1986. Monrovia is the capital of Liberia. 
You will be reading about my life, the government in my 
country, my school, my family, my friends, and my life in 
the United States. I hope you enjoy my story when you 
read about love, happiness, and sadness. 

I have six cousins, four uncles, and three aunts that 
lived with my grandparents in Monrovia. My house had 
three bedrooms, one outside room, a kitchen, a living room, 
and a bathroom. One of my best memories from that time 
was Christmas Day. 

I started school when I was two years old. My first 
school was a preschool. After one year passed, my 
grandparents sent me to elementary school. My first 
teacher's name was Mrs. Pride. She was a great teacher. 
After three years I was sent to first grade. After three months 
something strange happened. There was a lot of shooting 
in the city! 

My country had a civil war because the rebels wanted 
to overthrow the government. There was a very big civil 
war in my country. The war was very bad, and many people 
died in the war. There were many dead bodies on the street. 
In the war the rebels shot my uncle when they were looking 
for food. Finally, my family heard that there was a ship 
going to Ghana. 

They decided that we would be going on the ship. On 
our way to the harbor, the rebels killed the government 
workers and set fire to the government buildings, the 
schools, the shopping center, and houses. I saw some 
mothers throwing babies in the sea and some left their 
babies on the street. My aunt carried me on her back. My 
family was separated from my aunt and me, but we were 
able to get on the ship to Ghana. On our way to Ghana it 
was a long way, and it took us about three days to arrive in 
Ghana. 

On the ship there were about 1000 people. There was 
no food or water, and people were dying on the ship. When 
we arrived at the port city, the Ghanaian government offered 
us food, water, and a place to sleep. After some time we 
wanted to go to school but it was hard because we had no 
money. My aunt tried to teach me in the refugee camp. 

After some years the United States sent immigration 
workers to Ghana to help the Liberians. The people who 
had family members in the United States sent for their 
families in the camp. I had a lot of friends in the refugee 
camp. We used to go and play soccer on the field. 

After the Ghanaians saw that the United States were 
bringing a lot of Liberians to America, they started to kill 
Liberians at night, so they could steal their visas. Finally, 
my uncle sent for my aunt and me to come to the United 
States. 

On our way to the United States, the immigration 
workers asked us questions about our life. The second 
thing we had to do was to go to the doctors for a physical 
examination. After three months the workers put up the 
names of the people who would be able to go the U.S. Our 
names came up, so after three weeks we were finally on a 
plane to the U.S. We arrived in Virginia where my uncle, his 
father, and his sister came to pick us up at the airport. 

After two months, I started school in the U.S. On my 
first day of school, I was sad, and four boys were taking me 
around the school. The name of my first school in the United 
States was Langston Hughes Middle School. My three best 
teachers were Mrs. Mennard, Mrs. Van Laere and Ms. 
Ralston. They were great teachers in my life. After two 
years I was sent to South Lakes High School. This is the 
story about my life, so far. 



Imedia centerl 


From the Newswire 


What is the IMC? 

The Independent Media Center is an 
international network of volu nteer media 
activists on every continentontheglobe 
except Antarctica. 

The mission of the Washington D.C. 
Independent Media Center (DC-IMC) is 
to build media democracy and increase 
community access to information and 
technology. We are a not-for-profit, 
volunteer-based collective that is 
independent of any political party or 
commercial influence. 

Unlike corporate media, we do not 
pretend to be unbiased. Subjectivity 
comes with the human package. We 
believe in open dialogue and the 
importance of placing the means of 
communication and creativity back in the 
hands of the people and away from the 
drive for profit. 

In cyberspace, the DC-IMC website is at 
www.dc.indymedia.org. The global IMC 
website is at www.indymedia.org. The 
websites allow you to self-publish your 
stories, photos, videos and audio clips. 
The DC-IMC print publication, D.C. Free 
Press, seeks to broaden the IMC’s reach 
through the written word and photographs 
by literally putting the news in people’s 
hands on the streets. 

What Can I Do to Get Involved? 

The options for involvement are 
numerous: writeforthe D.C. Free Press, 
self-publish articles to the web, take 
photos, etc. As an organization relying 
entirely on volunteer support, we 
encourage all forms of participation. If 
you would like to become involved, email 
us at dc@dc.indymedia.org or call us at 
(202)452-5936. 

Submissions 

The D.C. Free Press seeks submissions 
covering news, cultural events, opinion, 
etc. Include contact information and be 
conscientious about listing sources. 
Articles should be less than 1,200 words 
in length. Letters shouId be less than 300 
words. We always need pictures and 
graphics. The print team reserves the 
right to edit articles for length, content 
and clarity but please give us detailed 
information on how we can contactyou to 
review edits. We welcome your 
participation in the entire editorial 
process. 

If you’d like to see more efforts produced 
by the DC-IMC, please send your 
donations to D.C. Independent Media 
Center at P.O. Box 21372, Washington, 
D.C. 20009-1372. Or, make a credit card 
donation by visiting our website at 
www.dc.indymedia.org. 


These are unedited excerpts from the open¬ 
publishing newswire at dc.indymedia.org, 
where anyone can publish their stories, 
photos, video or audio. Check it regularly 
for in-depth features, as well as diverse 
points of view in the newswire, or even 
publish something of your own. 

“The Children’s Place is 
No Place for Children” 
Protest 

by Dan Beeton, Free Burma 
Coalition 1:21pm Thu Jun 6 
‘02 phone: 202-547-5985 
dbeeton@freeburmacoalition.org 
On June 2, 2002, about two dozen 
people protested outside The Children’s 
Place store at the Potomac Yard shopping 
center in Alexandria, Virginia. We were 



calling on the company to stop sourcing in 
Burma and stop retailing all products from 
Burma, since industry in Burma - including 
the apparel industry - is tied to systemic 
forced labor in that country. 

The Children’s' Place’s business ties 
to Burma help to support forced labor in 
Burma, including forced child labor, so we 
carried signs that read, “The Children's 
Place is Promoting Forced Child Labor” and 
“End Forced Labor in Burma - Boycott the 
Children’s Place.” We also carried signs 
proclaiming the slogan of this campaign 
“The Children’s Place is No Place for 
Children.” 

http://dc.indymedia.org/ 

frontphp3?article_id=24121&group=webcast 

Breaking News: DEA 
Burning States Rights to 
Medical Marijuana 

by Chris O. 12:47pm Thu Jun 


6 ‘02 

The DEA has recently decided to crack 
down on the use of medical marijuana. By 
doing so they are ripping away the rights of 
local state authorities to determine what 
benefits their community members — those 
taking medical marijuana for their ailments. 

At approximately 11:30 am today at the 
Department of Justice (DOJ), 10 people were 
arrested for blocking the doors to the halls 
of injustice. 

The Drug Enforcement Agency (DEA) 
backed by the stiffs at the DOJ has taken a 
stand against states rights and the medicinal 
properties of marijuana. States like California 
are being forced by these federal authorities 
to capitulate to their whims that medical 
marijuana is drug abuse and must be 
stopped. 

In a show of effective non-violent civil 
disobedience, 10 people got arrested today 
to fight for states rights and for people who 
are sick to access the medical marijuana. 

http://dc.indymedia.org/ 

frontphp3?article_id=24119&group=webcast 

Gainer Takes Charge 

by jp 7:57am Thu Jun 6 ‘02 

By Lauren W. Whittington 

Just hours after being sworn in as 
Capitol Police Chief, Terrance Gainer was 
already brandishing a laundry list of ideas - 
ranging from expanding recruitment efforts 
beyond U.S. borders to seeking out the anti¬ 
terrorism expertise of the Israeli police force 
- for boosting the effectiveness of the 
strained department. 

Currently the force is staffed with 
approximately 1,364 personnel, although it 
has authorization for up to 1,570 “full-time 
equivalents.” 

The department is requesting $220 
million for fiscal 2003, which includes funds 
for 1,810 personnel. The personnel goal is 
to reach 1,981 full-time employees by 2004. 
Even Gainer admitted that hiring more than 
600 new officers in two years will be a 
difficult task. 

While the department has stepped up 
its nationwide recruiting efforts in recent 
months. Gainer said he's interested in 
tapping “a very attractive pool'’ of potential 
police recruits in Puerto Rico. “I know 
there’s officers down there to be recruited 
because the Metropolitan Police 
Department did that," he said, adding it 


would also help to “build up our Hispanic 
cadre'’ within the force. 

”1 do want to concentrate a little bit 
on the whole diversity issue here, where we 
are with the gender issue, race [and] sexual 
orientation,” Gainer said. 

Diversity is just one issue he wants to 
focus on as chief. 

One type of exchange that appears to 
already be in the works involves sending 
members of the Metropolitan and Capitol 
police departments to Israel for a first-hand 
look at anti-terrorism preparations. 

Gainer and D.C. Police Chief Charles 
Ramsey met with the Israeli police chief and 
some of his bomb experts several weeks ago. 
'’We both indicated a strong desire to send 
some of our people and command officials 
to talk with them and see how they run their 
shop,” said Gainer, who spent his first two 
days on the job learning operations and 
observing fire drills. 

http://dc.indymedia.org/ 

ironLphp3?article_id=24112&group=webcast 


Washington Post union 
workers stage strike to 
protest contract offer 

by Chris Strohm 5:32pm Wed 
Jun 5 ‘02 

Did you notice anything unusual 
about your Washington Post today? Who 
wrote the stories? 

Reporters at the Post are staging a 
“byline strike” to protest the fact that their 
contract has expired and contract 
negotiations with management have come 
to a standstill. The strike began today 
(Wednesday) and will continue tomorrow. 

More than 1,400 Post workers in the 
newsroom and advertising and sales 
department have been working without a 
contract since May 18. The workers are 
represented by the Washington-Baltimore 
Newspaper Guild. Local 32035 of the 
Newspaper Guild-Communications Workers 
of America. 

About 500 union workers turned out 
for an afternoon protest in front of the Post 
on Wednesday, in order to show their 
dissatisfaction with management's contract 
offer and assert their demands. 

The main issues at stake in contract 
negotiations are pay raises, vacation time 
and the Post's continued efforts to bust the 
union, an employee said. 
http://dc.indymedia.org/ . 
ironLphp3?article_id=24094&group=webcast 
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Voices of the Homeless 


By Jesse Harris 

How many times 
have you wanted to ask 
homeless people you 
saw how they became 
homeless? Well, for me, 
it’s been many, many 
times. What follows is a 
result of my posing this 

- what I believe is a very 
central - question in a 
homeless person's life. I 
talked to Neal Avery at 
our DCIndymedia 
Center. 

“Mr. Avery, what 
caused you to be 
homeless?” 

“I guess, more or 
less, inconsistency, in 
terms of employment. 

Also, a quest to find 
something different in life and not really 
having clear thoughts about where to do 
it, how to do it.. .1 had broken up with my 
wife. So, without another place to go, I 
went to my parents' house, hoping that it 
would become a short term stay - which it 
did. In the meantime, while I was there, I 
did Temp work for a good period of time. 
Then I tried to sublet from a couple of 
people who had an apartment and they 
ripped me off. I gave them money. I went 
back to pick up the keys the day before 
they were to go out of town - they were 
taking like a little sabbatical from their job 

- and when I got there, they were gone. 
And that happened twice. I had been in 
the airline industry for twenty years. I 
started out Sky Chef up at JFK. I came 
back to DC, found a job with United 


Airlines. I worked for 
Pan Am; I worked for 
TWA in Philadelphia. I 
became a travel agent, 
after I lerft the parent- 
airline companies. And I 
subcontracted for 
various government 
departments. I was also 
a tour agent in Jamaica. 
So I did a good bit of 
travelling: to the 
Caribbean as well as up 
and down the east coast, 
from Montreal to Miami. 
I left my parents' house 
because I wasn't 
working as much as I had 
been. I paid rent - where 
I was staying - at my 
parents’ house. And 
then when it got to the poin t where I wasn't 
paying anymore rent, I began to feel 
guilty.. .because here I was a grown man, who 
had been married four times and here I was - 
again - back at my parents' house. I felt like I 
should be out on my own, when I started at 
eighteen years old. “So when I left, I went to a 
shelter called La Casa, located at 14th and Irving 
Street N.W. I wasn't homeless at the time that I 
found out about it, but I kept it in the back of my 
head, that maybe one day you might be out 
here, so keep the information stored. I didn't 
stay there very long. The experience weirded 
me out - it was a little bizarre for me, not that 
being in the same room with other males was 
weird. It was the things that were going on with 
these men that were weirding me out.. .some of 
the peoples' attitudes.” 

To be continued next issue. 



Tenants ight for their 
omesinTa oma ar 


By Homes Not Jails D. C. 

Approximately three months ago. 
Homes Not Jails learned of a possible 
forced relocation of residents in Takoma 
Park, Maryland. There were two families 
on Carroll Avenue that were facing 
imminent eviction because of a new 
renovation plan for the Montgomery 
County firehouse, also located on Carroll 
Ave., next to the houses where the families 
live. Mrs. Estela Hevia and Mr. Hector 
Hevia reside at 7135 Carroll Avenue. 
Originally from Pern, they have been at 
their home in Takoma Park for about 35 
years. They have also rented out portions 
of their home to members of their extended 
family. It's a little two-story pink house with 
well-painted shudders and a 30 foot square 
of grass for a front yard. They have been 
pressured by the City Council of Takoma 
Park, and by Montgomery County, into 
selling their house. The houses on 7133 
and 7135 Carroll Ave. would presumably 
clear the way for the firefighters' private 
parking facility and “training area”, as 
delineated in the county renovation plan. 

Novella Malloy lives in the first floor 
unit of the house on 7133 Carroll Avenue 
with her three children, Nehemiah, age 12, 
Timothy, aged 8, and Tatiana, aged 4. 
Nehemiah, Tatiana, and Timothy attend 
local public schools in Takoma Park, all 
within walking distance from their home. 
The landlord, Mr. W. John Young, has 
harassed the previous tenants of the 
house into leaving. Novella and her family 
are the last tenants to remain. 

Members of Homes Not Jails had 
decided to support Novella in keeping 


her home. Regularly scheduled “workdays” 
were organized, where activists and concerned 
neighbors met to maintain the physical 
upkeep of the house, and to discuss ways to 
save the homes on Carroll Avenue, and the 
looming future of Takoma Park itself. About 
three-quarters of the house was repainted, and 
the dumpster in the front yard was cleaned. 
Homes Not Jails also assisted local residents 
to implement and support an alternative low- 
impact plan, which would conceivably 
accommodate homes, businesses, and the 
firehouse redesign. 

Businesses, such as the Takoma Auto 
Clinic, and the Takoma Park/Silver Spring Coop 
Market had both been threatened by city and 
county authorities to support the county plan, 
or ultimately face some kind of public 
acquisition of property. Three City Council 
meetings have been held between March and 
May 2022, with varying, but vocal support on 
both sides of the issue. Novella and the Hevias’ 
plight even made the April 18 Washington 
Post column by commentator/journalist, Marc 
Fisher, and a brief broadcast on Fox Television 
News affiliate, WTTG TV. 

Mr. Young has issued two illegal 
evictions, one on 1/31/02, and the other on 
March 31 (Easter Sunday). In April 2002, he 
had also been fined approximately $ 14,000 for 
pest infestations by COLT A, a landlord-tenant 
code enforcement bureau of Montgomery 
County. A lawsuit fded by Mr. Young on May 
9 for property damages was thrown out of 
court in the Rockville District Court. 
According to Novella, her section 8 voucher, 
which has allowed her to live at their residence 
for about a year, will run out on July 8 of this 
year. 


Book Store Opens Minds to Liberation 


By Shakir Muhammad 

The Liberation Bookstore, a 
centrally located picturesque 
establishment majestically perched at the 
busy intersection of Queen/Henry 
Streets on Route 1 in the heart of the 
historic “Old Town” section in 
Alexandria, Virginia is proudly 
celebrating its twelfth year anniversary 
of service to the community. Initially, 
the bookstore first opened its doors for 
business with a big grand opening 
celebration back in May of 1990. The 
store specializes in selling Afro-centric 
books, newspapers, pictures, tape 
recordings, body oils, incense and 
various health food products along with 
hard to get books on Islam, socialism, 
communism. Pan-Africanism and other 
liberating philosophies, religions and 
ideologies. 

Most significantly, in early 1995 
the bookstore grew to accommodate a 
new revolutionary life altering political 
and faith-based non-profit “Serve the 
People” program. By becoming the 
. home and operating base for the 
■ Muhammad Prison Outreach Ministry 
(MPOM), an aggressive far-reaching 
grass roots volunteer operation with a 
three-fold universal mission. The 
mission is to establish lines of 
communication, expose dehumanizing 


conditions and make the spiritual life-giving 
teachings of Islam a more powerful and 
effective liberating force among prisoners in 
particular and society and general. MPOM 
actively provides a wide range of services that 
will give people the opportunity and incentive 
through a network of support to successfully 
rehabilitate and place them back to been 
productive people among their family, friends 
and community. For example MPOM sponsors 
regular book drives, Quranic-based self- 
improvement program, subscriptions to 
progressive thought-provoking newspapers 
and as well distributes information on how to 
obtain strong and effective low-cost legal 
shielding in all fifty states. In addition, MPOM 
sends faxes, e-mails and letters and also makes 
phone calls to help mobilize moral and political 
support for inmates in Virginia and throughout 
the US Prison Industrial Complex. 

Nationally, since late 1995, MPOM has 
been spearheading a relentless hard fought jihad 
to extend more political education, spiritual 
enlightenment and financial assistance to help 
organize, revolutionize and advance the 
collective struggle of all prisoners. To 
underscore the urgent need, raising popularity 
and the social and political impact of MPOM is 
an well-organized pro-people campaign. The 
MPOM ability to reach out, help politicize and 
improve the lives of inmates can be evaluated 
through a series of selective excerpts of 


distressing letters for outside moral and 
material support from three different 
inmates. Mujaddid Muhammad wrote: “It 
is my prayer that this missive finds you 
enjoying the very best of health, maintaining 
high spirits and ever steadfast in the Cause 
of Allah. I recently transferred to the new 
institution here- in my efforts to locate a 
book I was given your address. You seem 
to be a frequent reader of The Final Call, 
I’ve read several letters to the editor you've 
written. If you can locate the book I would 
like to purchase it. Please send me a catalog 
and ordering information. Any assistance 
you can provide in helping the Brotherhood 
here do some programs would we 
appreciate.” 

Jermaine Chambers said that: “I’m 
so glad that they published my struggle in 
the newspaper. I spoke with my lawyer; he 
told me that he received several letters from 
sisters from New York to the judge. I’m also 
sending a letter out to Janice F Brown to 
thank her for publishing my article. I haven't 
received the Malcolm X book yet but I did 
receive The Final Call newspaper.” And 
Aaron C Sutton wrote: “Brother, I'm very 
depressed at this point in time. I know Allah 
is with me and that’s the only thing that 
keeps me going. My mind is going in many 
different directions because I’m worried 
about my appeals. I was issued one free 


envelope to write a loved one to inform them 
that I was moved. I ask that you would 
contact my family and inform them that I 
need funds. I will give you the numbers of 
my father and a friend who is very 
supportive of me. I informed her that I would 
ask you to send her a copy of the write-up 
that you put in the paper about my case.” 

Academically, from a socio¬ 
economic perspective, MPOM has been 
instrumental in increasing literacy and 
readership behind bars, generating more 
business revenue and expanding customer 
base for the Bookstore. But more 
importantly it has made a qualitative leap 
forward in helping to transform the 
Liberation Bookstore into a more valuable 
multi-purpose influential vanguard resource 
center and the number one Afro-centric 
bookstore in Alexandria and throughout the 
Northern Virginia area with nationwide 
impact. Politically MPOM action-oriented 
tactics have been the driving force in making 
the Bookstore a far more militant, responsive 
and fighting institution that have been at 
the forefront of the international Black 
Liberation Movement for seven and twelve 
years respectively. 

Shakir Muhammad is a writer and 
founder of MPOM and an international 
human rights activist. 



One Common Unity Brings “Circle of Life” to Schools 


One Common Unity (OCU), a 
grassroots, local non-profit organization in 
Washington, DC, refuses to accept the 
plague of violence upon our world. Now in 
its second year, it has embarked on its 
“Circle of Life” public school tour. Through 
the months of April, May, and June, OCU 
will appear at five schools throughout DC 
to engage students in their innovative 
workshops which focus on alternatives to 
violence. These schools include Coolidge 
H.S., Bell-Multicultural H.S., Dunbar H.S., 
Wilson H.S., and Bruce Monroe E.S. Last 
year, solely through a dedicated team of 
volunteers, OCU provided the public 
schools with this service. This year North 
Capital Neighborhood Development 
(NCND) has contracted OCU to conduct 
their citywide tour with increased 
facilitators and stipends to compensate for 
their services. The facilitators are 
organizers, artists, poets, and educators 
from the DC, MD, and VA areas. 

OCU's mission is to support youth 
and families by providing services that will 
nurture character development, promote 
creative self-expression, and facilitate 


healthy alternatives to violence. On October 
21 st, 2000 One Common Unity produced its 
first citywide event entitled The One 
Common Unity Alternatives to Violence 
Rally & Festival. The purpose of this 
endeavor was to take a collective stand 
against violence in the nation's capital and 
provide positive examples that encourage 
healthy living. A major component of the 
event was a violent toy trade-in. sponsored 
in part by the Metropolitan Police 
Department's Office of Youth Violence, 
whereby youth received Washington 
Wizard basketball game tickets, educational 
gifts, and sports equipment in exchange for 
toy guns, action figures, and video games 
that promote violence. Also, at this time, 
the Circle of Life chalk drawing was 
introduced as an interactive means of 
encouraging positive and open 
communication. 

In this spirit. One Common Unity 
embarked on The Circle of Life Tour in public 
schools throughout Washington, DC. This 
tour includes youth empowerment 
workshops that focus on the art of 
breathing, the art of listening, the art of 


visualization, and open dialogue for conflict 
resolution. With the understanding that you 
cannot love another if you do not love 
yourself, these workshops challenge the 
participants to examine their intrinsic 
potential and exercise their unique talents 
and gifts in a way that will benefit 
themselves as well as their community. 

The “Circle of Life” workshops engage 
students in interactive exercises for the 
purpose of critical self-analysis and the re¬ 
discovery of their potential. The 
workshops, conducted with students 
formed in a circle, include live music, dance, 
visual art, and poetry. Through the 
workshops students are encouraged to take 
an active role in the learning process and to 
learn for themselves and not for other 
people. The Workshop Strategy: 
Entertainment Education (EE) is a multi 
media approach of affecting young peoples 
attitude and behaviors on specific topics of 
social concern such as youth and domestic 
violence, public wellness issues, and family 
responsibility. EE is based on 30 years of 
sociological studies in self-efficacy and 
community-efficacy by Stanford Professor 
Albert Bandura, and has successfully been 
applied internationally by Miguel Sabido, 
its pioneer, in countries such as Tanzania, 
South Africa, and Mexico. OCU, via Circle 
of Life workshops is initiating the use of EE 


as a strategy on the devastating issue of 
violence and low self-esteem. The 
workshops are designed to speak with 
youth about alternatives to violence by 
using their own progressive words with the 
following guiding themes 

1. The Power of Words and Critical 
Thinking 

2. Responsibility and Truth 

3. The Connectedness of Life 

4. Understanding and Recognizing 
Choices 

At each school, OCU also engages 
students and faculty by producing an Open 
Mic presentation that creates an 
environment for positive communication 
and creative expression. This program 
includes live music, dance, visual art, and 
poetry in a setting that fosters audience 
participation while providing alternatives to 
violence and character development. If you 
would like to get involved with One Common 
Unity and their various projects, gather with 
them on the first Sunday of every month at 
the Josephine Butler Center, from 1-4 PM. 
Bring some ideas and food, because these 
are sharing events. If you can't make the 
time but wish to aid in the sustainability of 
the organization, please remember that all 
donations to One Common Unity are tax 
deductible. Please mail your checks to 161 
Todd Place, NE, Washington, DC, 20002. 


Racial Segregation in 
D.C. Businesses 


When one goes around D.C. to shop 
or even to buy a sandwich, one observes 
a separation of races that is astounding. 
One sees Ethiopian restaurants operated, 
and patronized solely by Ethiopians. It 
hits one that Ethiopians do not hire people 
of other races (“There is only one race: the 
human race.”) to work for them - i.e. Asians, 
whites or Latinos. Of course, there are 
Africans in America - the type of which I 
am part, who are not newly arrived 
migrants - and who are not Ethiopian but 
who are, nevertheless, of the African race. 
I see none of us being hired, either; though, 
in the grand American way, Ethiopians will 
do business with us, as long as we have 
money. Too, one may be in the Adam's 
Morgan area and one will find Latinos 
operating, and frequenting, the many 
Latino businesses there. There, also, one 
sees that Latinos have none of the various 
races - which reside in the nation's capital 
- employed in their businesses, either. And 
in the office-job area of D.C., as I might call 
it (K Street NW, and the surrounding areas) 
one need only take a look around and, in 
one glance, see what race has the most 
jobs there: whites. Take a look through 
downtown D.C.’s Chinatown. Though it 
will seem that all races in D.C. patronize 
the restaurants there, you will find none of 
them employed in those same places. 

Is it just me, seeing such racial 
separation? 

You would think the city's most 
notorious newspaper. The Washington 
Post, was blind to such a racially 
composed city, for I have never seen any 
article at all describing this nor any article 
that tries to make anything of it. One will 
come across statistics about 
unemployment, but no possible reason 
why these various races employ only their 


Certainly, if Asians began hiring 
Latinos - and vice versa - and Middle 
Easterners began hiring whites, and all of 
the races began hiring African-Americans 
(in a predominantly African-American city! 
One wonders where the African-American 
mayors stood, and stand in all this), I daresay 
the unemployment statistic for this city 
would decrease to an astounding extent. 
Obviously, there is a kind of racial separation 
that has been left unaddressed. 

There is a laundry on Georgia 
Avenue NW and a Mom-and-Pop store on 
North Capitol Street NW, where I saw two 
black males employed. It was so unusual 
that I noticed it immediately. However, look 
as I might, I have never seen African- 
Americans (whose families have been in this 
country for centuries) employed in stores 
that, as I could see, were owned by Middle 
Easterners, Latinos or Ethiopians. (And, of 
course, it goes without saying that in this 
predominantly African-American city which 
race’s economy goes the most towards 
supporting these businesses that seem to 
refuse to hire them and which race has the 
fewest businesses.) 

Here I shan't speculate upon why 
these various races have chosen to conduct 
their businesses in such a way. But, I will 
submit that they are not this way because 
owners of them, or the employees, believe in 
racial diversity in the workplace. 

Therefore, the best thing for me to 
do is to do a survey of these establishments 
that would brave such a question as: Why 
is there only one race employed in this 
establishment? Imagine into what areas of 
interest this will lead me! 

Anyone who wishes to join me in 
this campaign, I can be reached by e-mail on 
iesenito @ vahoo.com . 


own races. 
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Barefeet! The participatory Ecofeminism consulta of the world 
Social Forum in D.C. this fall... 

September 21 - October 2 

Ecofeminism is the social movement 
that regards the oppression of women and 
nature as interconnected. Ecofeminist 
analysis is extended to consider the 
interconnections between sexism, the 
domination of nature (including animals), 
racism and social inequalities. It is 
understood as a movement working against 
the interconnected oppressions of gender, 
race, class and nature. 

"Our problem is not the seizure of 
power ... but its dissolution! Revolution 
begins when people take control of their 
own lives." -The Totalist 

What is likely to happen during the 
consulta: 

1. ) Ecologically sustainable lifestyles: 
building urban compost bins - systems to 
reintegrate kitchen scraps, yard clippings 
and more back into the soil; bicycle 
maintenance workshops; sharing the 
healing knowledge of nutrition & medicinal 
herbs; permaculture organic gardening 
techniques - growing healthy community 
food cheap and sustainably; do-it-yourself 
women's health. 

2. ) Ceasing oppression amongst 
ourselves: collectively written anti¬ 
oppression political theater skits; public 
speaking training for the oppressed; 
appreciation for woman's work talking circle; 
interactive workshops unlearning 
programmed gender roles and sexual 
harassment; learning to support survivors 
of rape and domestic violence; uprooting 
racism, classism, and homophobia; forming 
barter networks and living through mutual 
aid; demolishing competitive attitudes; 
collective wisdom informing collective 
liberation. 

Please respond to our on-line 
questionnaireecofeminism.mahost.org 

Anti-oppression August in D.C.! 

A proposal that awaits further 
discussion and consensus: because we 
acknowledge oppression exists within the 
movement in which we work for social 
justice - because we are committed to 
achieving justice and sustainability and 
because we seek to create fairness in our 
communities and society, we want to set up 
a series of anti-oppression workshops 
during August, before the Social Forum 
occurs. To do so would be taking the 
necessary immediate direct action on our 
dedication to building an inclusive, non- 
oppressive, liberated movement for social 
justice. Logistical support and development 
for this effort would be greatly appreciated. 

Contact Natalie and or Arlakeenan. 

D.C. Social Forum organizers also 
consensed to ask for permission, blessings, 
and involvement from Chief Billy Tayac of 
the Piscataway tribe; the nation of people 
indigenous to the land where D.C. is located. 

Chief Tayac has since been contacted and 
sounds interested in our ideas. We are 
working to get him more information and 
hoping he will be involved with this 
organizing project. Welcomed with along 
with Chief Tayac are other indigenous 
leaders from around Turtle Island and across 
the world. 

For more info or to get involved: 

nptucker@yahoo.com 

ecofeminism@mutualaid.org 


UNABUNDANCE 

In these days of abundance, we take for 
granted all 

that there is. 

The trash in the streets, the people who 
work, the mentally challenged 

Will be just deposits of our waste. 

We will supposedly want not but will want 
wisdom and spiritual salvation. 

It will not come because of our greed and 
sloth and ego. 

And all the abundance that is supposed to be 
for us and our children 

Will be washed away in the rains of renewal. 

Forgetting how wretched we have been. 

Our minds in technology will be and only 
exist 

Because we succumbed to ungodliness. 

Our demise will be swallowed, never again to 
arise in 

this manner of perpetuation. 

And we will sink slowly into the muddy abyss 
of Creation's debris 

Without a thought of how it all began. 

— Neal Avery 







’or anytime we 
are Open ! 


Hours: 

Mon: Closed 
Tijps: 12 Spin 
Wed: 12-6pm 
Thurs: 12 - 8 pm 
FH: 12 6pm 
Sat: 12 4pm 


To get your copy of the D.C. Free Press 
visit: 

NORTHWEST: Wilson High (3950 Chesapeake St.); Visions Cinema and Bistro 
(1927 Florida Ave.); Everlasting Life (GA. Ave.); Soul Vegetarian (Euclid & GA 
Ave.); Delights of the Garden (Euclid & GA Ave.); Blue Nile Bookstore (GA Ave); 
The Pyramid (GA Ave); Public Resource Center (1730 Conn Ave.); Corcoran School 
of Art (17 th & E);; Lambda Rising (Conn. Ave); Soho (P & 22); Luna Books (1633 P 
St.); Freshfields (14 th & P); American Educational Trust (18th St); Idle Time Books 
(18 th ); DC CD; DC Art Center; Tryst; Latin American Youth Center; La Casa; Central 
American Resource Center; Latin American Econ. Dev. Center; Heller's Bakery (Mt. 
Pleasant St.); Ben's Chili Bowl (1213 U St); Polly’s Cafe (1342 U St); Sisterspace 
(1515 U St. 332-3433); Whitman Walker Clinic (730 11 th St) and (1432 U St.); Dos 
Gringos Cafe (3116 Mt. Pleasant St.); Politics & Prose (5015 Conn Ave); Olsson’s 
Books & Records (1307 19 th St. & 1239 Wis. Ave.); Youthbuild (Columbia Rd); Olive 
Branch (1005 M St); Black Cat (14 th St.); SOUTHEAST: Alliance for Global Justice 
(1247 E St); Sexual Minority Youth Assistance League (6 th St.); NORTHEAST: De 
Place (H & 5 th ); MARYLAND: Glut Coop (4005 34th, Mt. Ranier); Takoma Coop 
(Carroll Ave. Takoma Pk.); Also available at public libraries in D.C. metro area. 

Or have the D.C. Free Press delivered 
to you every month. 

A year subscription costs only $20, which will help to get the paper not only to you 
but to many other people around the metro area. Alternatively, we will take more or 
less depending on your ability to pay, just call 483.3700 for more info. 


Public Resource Center for 
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labile enjoying artwork, seatr fling tfie 
Internet, anil browsing our uni^e alternative 
collection of journals, rraga-ines antj book*. 

Public Resource Center Tor Activism & Arts 
1730 Connecticut AveNW* 2nd Floor • Dupont Circle METRO 
202-299-C460* prciui'sararoiindadoii.ura 
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The Caterpillar Effect: Housing Demolitions in Palestine 


By Neve Gordon 

“This is the first time that bulldozers have determined 
the outcome of a war,” L., one of the Palestinian fighters 
from the Jenin refugee camp was recently quoted in the 
Israeli daily Yedioth Ahronot. The officer in charge of the 
military penetration into the camp affirmed L.’s claim, 
declaring in the same article that the D9 drivers had won 
the day. And indeed, every television station around the 
world showed graphic pictures of Jenin houses turned 
debris. Human Rights Watch’s fact-finding team found that 
in contrast to other parts of the camp where armored D9 
Caterpillars were used mainly to widen streets, in Hawashin 
district they razed the entire neighborhood. The Israeli 
military caused disproportionate destruction to the refugee 
camp’s civilian infrastructure, a senior Human Rights Watch 
researcher averred, adding: “The abuses we documented 
in Jenin are extremely serious, and in some cases appear to 
be war crimes.” 

At least 140 buildings were completely leveled — 
many of them multifamily dwellings — while over 200 others 
were severely damaged, leaving an estimated 4,000 people, 
more than a quarter of the camp's population, homeless. 
Thirty seven year old Jamal Fayid, paralyzed from his waist 
down, was one of the D9 casualties. According to the rights 
organization, he was crushed in the wreckage because 
Israeli soldiers did not allow family members to take him 
out of his home. The Caterpillar killed him. D9 bulldozers 
were put to use in other places as well. In a report published 
by the Israeli rights group, B'tselem, one reads how 
Caterpillars were employed to destroy houses in Nablus’s 
old city in order to make way for Israeli tanks. When the 
military left the neighborhood six days later, Palestinians 
discovered that ten residents had been inside one of the 
houses when the demolition took place. 65 year old Abdallah 
a-Sha’abi was rescued together with his 53 year old wife; 
the rest were not so lucky. Israel's draconian demolition 
policy was not, however, invented in operation “Defensive 
Shield.” 

For many years now, D9s have been employed as a 
military weapon. Less than four months before the Jenin 


attack, some 58 houses were destroyed in Rafah, rendering 
at least 500 people homeless in the midst of a cold winter — 
300 of whom are children. The razing of houses in the past 
months, while unusual in its scale, is part of a long-term 
low-intensity warfare tactic that often escapes public 
attention. According to Jeff Halper, from the Israeli 
Committee Against House Demolitions, “more than 7,000 
houses have been demolished by Israel since 1967, leaving 
tens of thousands of Palestinians traumatized and 
homeless.” 

The Israeli government and military is, to be sure, 
responsible for the demolitions, which are — according to 
today’s international legal framework — in many cases 
considered war crimes. However, without the big D9 
bulldozers supplied by Caterpillar, it would have been very 
difficult to destroy the houses. 

When Caterpillar began doing 
business with Israel, it could not 
have known that its products — 
which are manufactured for 
civilian use — would be 
employed to commit war crimes. 

Now, however, the corporation 
does know and insofar as it 
maintains a business as usual 
stance, it too is implicated in the 
violations. 

It is interesting to note that 
the Israeli Supreme Court might 
very well agree with this 
assessment. In their sentencing 
of the Nazi-criminal, Adolf 
Eichmann, the Supreme Court 
Judges stated that the extent to 
which any one of the many 
criminals was close to or remote 
from the actual killer of the victim 
means nothing, as far as the 
measure of responsibility is 


concerned. On the contrary, in general the degree of 
responsibility increases as we draw further away from the 
man who uses the fatal instrument with his own hands.” 

This truism gains new meaning in the age of 
globalization. Decisions made in one part of the world 
frequently affect another, and the process of identifying 
those responsible has become more complicated. The 
identity of violators does not only include state actors, like 
Eichmann, but also corporations, international financial 
institutions, and individuals. Finally, responsibility is not 
limited to those determining the policy, giving the orders, 
or carrying out the act, but extends to those who supply 
the perpetrators with the instruments of destruction. 



Evidence of an Israeli military invasion into Bethelehem in June. 


Effect: Evicting Thousands in D.C. 


The Gentrification 

By Darby Hickey 

The day after their newest baby was bom, Barbara and 
Tyrone Smith and family were evicted from their D.C. 
apartment. “I was going to say we've made it through worse,” 
Tyrone said of the eviction, “but I can't think of much worse 
than this." Theirs is just one of almost 4,000 yearly acts of 
brutality that leave sidewalks strewn with the entrails of homes 
for all to see, and families facing homelessness. 

These evictions happen with over 20,000 abandoned 
living units in D.C., and about 10,000 homeless people, a 
situation that is the result of “the housing crisis and 
gentrification [caused by] globalization, capitalism, 
privatization, “free” trade, and so on,” says Monica Gutierrez, 
a local housing activist. She and others see people are being 
forced out of homes so that landlords and banks can make 
more money. 

“Most evictions happen because the landlords want to 
raise the rent,” says Aaron, an activist with Homes Not Jails. 
Rev. Graylan Hagler blames this on weak rent control laws, 
which benefit landlords at the expense of tenants, such as in 
his building where “there’s been a 100% increase in the rent 
over the past ten years. I don’t know many people whose 
incomes have increased that much." In addition to simply 
raising the rent, another tactic used by landlords is to keep a 
building in disrepair until most of the “undesirable” tenants 
leave, according to Hagler. Then, the landlord makes repairs, 
“capital improvement”, and passes on the expenses to the 
remaining occupants. 

“Landlords will use every trick in the book to kick people 
out,” said Linda Leaks of Washington Inner-city Self Help 
(WISH), a community group that organizes tenants and low 
income folks. “Usually tenants are targeted as a group [in one 
building] because owners have an easier time selling the 
building without tenants.” 

Nonpayment of rent is the primary reason for evictions, 
according to Raenelle Zapata of the D.C. Housing Regulation 
Administration. And the most common reason for nonpayment 


of rent is lack of employment, as Jorge Rivera of the Hotel and 
Restaurants Employees Local 25 learned after Sept. 11, when 
over 4,000 of their members in D.C. were laid off or given 
reduced hours. “We were reminded immediately how cold and 
harsh business can be. Not one mortgage company or landlord 
agreed to rearrange payments for any of those workers,” said 
Rivera. 

But nonpayment of rent is a problem all the time, 
according to statistics from the National Low Income Housing 
Coalition, which say that for an average worker to spend the 
HUD guideline of 30% of income on housing, she would have 
to earn $13.87 an hour, more than twice the federal minimum 
wage. This means that on average, there must be more than 
two full-time minimum wage workers in a household in order 
to afford a two bedroom unit at the Fair Market Rent. Or, a 
minimum wage worker in D.C. would have to work an average 
of 100 hours per week in order to afford that apartment. 

Rev. Hagler, HERE, and others were involved in a 
campaign in Sept, to prevent any evictions as a result of the 
economic downturn, an initiative which was defeated. “They 
threw up legal roadblocks,” said Hagler, “claiming that such a 
prohibition [on evictions] would be a legal possession of 
private property. Instead of finding ways to help people, they 
were worried about the money.” 

Evictions, of course, were going on before Sept. 11, as 
Chris Tabellario knows from working with Emmaus Services 
for the Aging (ESA). “With the population we work with, the 
main reason for eviction is [when people are] hoarders, 
collectors,” says Tabellario, so landlords try to evict the elderly 
for poor upkeep of the property. Alternatively, landlords will 
sell the property, and although tenants in D.C. have right of 
first refusal on any sale, with the skyrocketing property prices 
in the District few renters in this situation have the funds to 
make the purchase. 

After being served an eviction notice, tenants have thirty 
days to vacate the premise, according to Don Hines of the 


U.S. Marshal’s office. “Evictions are not by surprise,” says 
Hines, “they know it's coming.” What might be a surprise is 
how the U.S. Government is involved with evictions in the 
District. Because D.C. is a “federal jurisdiction” it falls to U.S. 
Marshals to enforce the orders of the courts. But Marshals 
don't roll up their sleeves and do the dirty work: that’s done 
by those hired by the landlord, usually day laborers or even 
homeless folks. In scenes reminiscent of antebellum D.C., 
“these big tall white dudes walk around with guns, there making 
sure it gets done,” says Tabellario of the Marshals, who oversee 
the laborers, usually people of color, who are as bad off as 
those being displaced. 

“The best way to stop displacement is to educate 
people,” says Leaks, and she and others are working hard to 
support vulnerable families and elderly folks, who are most 
affected by evictions. Organizing isn't easy, and Leaks knows 
that “there’s a lot of fear, and rightly so because landlords will 
act like dictators,” to get their way. But there are success 
stories, including many individuals and families aided by WISH 
and ESA, as well as the case of the 4,000 members of HERE 
who were laid off or underemployed after Sept. 11, of whom 
only one was actually evicted. This was through no kindness 
of the landlords, nor help from the government. 

These groups, and others, all use different tactics, but 
all seek to stop displacement. “It’s equally important to realize 
that housing issues are not isolated issues in people’s lives,” 
says Monica Gutierrez. “In other words, folks facing a housing 
problems are also facing a multitude of other interrelated crises.” 
She urges activists to understand the complexities of the issues, 
and get deeply involved, rather than seek “an easy fix for the 
one issue they're concerned about so they can go home and 
feel better about themselves for having helped.” 

“Organizing people to stand up for their rights when it's 
not part of their daily life is difficult,” says Leaks. “But if we 
can educate them, and they get together, they can gain control 
over their lives.” 
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By 1MC-DC Staff 

It isn't often that traffic around the 
White House is shut down for hours, 
but ADAPT made it happen on May 13 
in order to gain a meeting with Mitchell 
Daniels, Jr., the Director of the Federal 
Office of Management and Budget 
(OMB). 

Tired of hearing the constant 
Washington refrain "We don't have the 
funding”, in this case to remove the 
institutional bias from Medicaid in favor 
of home and community based services, 
ADAPT took to heart the saying “follow 
the money.” The trail led to OMB 
Director Daniels and OMB Health Affairs 
staffer, Jim Capretta, whose offices are 
in the New Executive Office Building, at 
725 17th Street. 

To get their attention. ADAPT 
blocked the single door to the building 
for five hours, as well as the intersections 
at either end of the block. In order to 
divert traffic away from the two 
impassable intersections, police had to 
close traffic for blocks in all directions.” 
I think the police really began to realize 
how important our freedom is to us,” said 
Steve Verriden, ADAPT Wisconsin State 
Organizer. "When it started to rain, they 
were surprised that no one made any 
move to leave—we all just pulled on rain 
ponchos, shared umbrellas, taped plastic 
over the electric controls on our 
wheelchairs, and settled in for however 
long it was going take to get the meeting. 
We would have slept there if need be.” 

“We want the President’s next 
budget to include funding for S. 1298and 
H.R. 3612, known as MiCASSA, the 
Medicaid Community-based Attendant 
Services and Supports Act,” said 
Alfredo Juarez, ADAPT El Paso. "And 
we want the OMB to provide the funding 
necessary to strengthen the President's 
New Freedom Initiative, so it can be a 
promise kept, and not just a bunch of 
pretty words.” 

MiCASSA removes the 
institutional bias from Medicaid funded 
long term care by allowing people to 
choose to receive services in their own 
homes in the community. 

ADAPT also blocked all entrances 
of the buildings that serve as the 
headquarters for 3 of the country’s 
largest unions, AFL-CIO, AFSCME, and 
SEIU. ADAPT seeks meetings with the 
heads of all three unions, to get union 
support of MiCASSA, 

While ADAPT strenuously 
opposes persons with disabilities being 
held hostage to protect the institutional 
jobs of union members, ADAPT wants 
to work with union officials to assure that 
displaced institutional workers can 
perform similar jobs in the community 
with a livable wage and good benefits. 
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Bush’s European Tour 


Overshadowed by the escalating 
tensions between artificially divided 
Muslim and non-Muslim countries, 
Bush’s trip to Europe quietly underscores 
the growing dissonance between the 
current largest economic powers. The 
more left-leaning fifteen member European 
Union (EU) has, at least on paper, a larger 
military and more powerful economy. US 
disregard for EU input in international 
affairs, polished smooth by Clinton's 
savvy, has grown less palatable under the 
clumsy direction of a clearly outclassed 
Bush. While US policies have long 
dominated UN and NATO actions, the 
recent pan-European alliance has created 
the unthinkable: the possibility of 
refusing to follow US dictates without 
dissolving into political or economic ruin. 

Issues of US/EU contention rest on 
a similar theme, of American refusal to be 
subject to international treaties or 
conventions, centering on the 
International Criminal Court and the still 
stagnant Kyoto Accords. Individually, 
the EU member countries are traditional 
allies, but as the US pursues increasingly 
isolationist (i.e. imperialist) policies, 
particularly in regard to the oil-rich Middle 
East, the ideological divide seems 
destined to widen. 

Bush's first trip to Europe came in 
June 2001, ostensibly for introductions 
but mainly to drum up support for 
economic policies for the upcoming G8 
summit. Held in Genoa, Italy, the G8 
summit protests were larger than expected 
and turned violent, leaving one dead and 
two hundred thirty protesters wounded. 
This time in Italy, after a brief meeting with 
the Italian Prime Minister Berlusconi, 
Bush spent a twenty-minute private 
session with Pope John Paul II at the 
Vatican in Rome. It can be assumed that a 
discussion of the consistent and 
malevolent abuse of power stemming from 
patriarchal hierarchies was not discussed. 
A transcript is not currently available. 

This trip marked the President’s first 
time in Germany, and his reception proved 
a rocky one. Over twenty thousand 
protesters marched in Berlin in an “Axis 
for Peace'’ rally. Mostly peaceful, the 
protests centered on American 
imperialism/unilateralism, particularly in 
regard to Iraq and the Israel-Palestine 
struggle. Bush favors the two states 
"living side by side in peace”, a stance 
that is unsurprisingly gaining popularity 
in Israel. Protesters managed to disrupt a 
main east-west train route, despite the 
presence of the single largest police force 
in Berlin since the Second World War. 

During his four days in Russia, 
Pakistan conducted what it called a 
“routine test'’ of a nuclear device, a 
medium range Ghami missile. Both Putin 
and Bush issued statements about the 
test. Bush calling on President Musharraf 
to enforce his pledge of halting Pakistani 
incursions into India-controlled Kashmir, 

NO MAN CAN MAKE A STAR 
No man can make a star 
Nor any cloud in heaven 



a stance remarkably similar in tone to that 
toward Palestinian leader Arafat. Pakistan 
conducted a second test later in the week, 
again a “routine test”. Tensions in the 
region continue to escalate; both India and 
Pakistan possess nuclear weaponry 
thousands of times more powerful than 
those used on the Japanese. Also during 
his time in Russia, Bush and Putin signed 
the Treaty of Moscow, supposedly 
reducing the nuclear arsenal of the United 
States and Russia by two-thirds. The current 
treaty follows closely on the heels of the 
US withdrawal from the Anti-Ballistic 
Missile Treaty of 1972. A more significant 
development is the creation of the NATO- 
Russia Council (NRC) bringing Russia into 
NATO decisions and actions. Overtones 
to incorporate the fracturing region into 
NATO expansion began as early as 1991, 
with the North Atlantic Cooperation 
Council. Policy makers said that the WTC 
attacks hastened the formation of the NRC, 
replacing the Permanent Joint Council, 
which was created in 1997. Coincidentally, 
of course, is the meeting of NATO in Prague 
later this year, during which the contested 
issue of NATO expansion will be raised. 
Russia, under Putin, opposes continued 
expansion. 

Bush's final stop was 
in Normandy, France. In a 
speech designed to bring 
the EU into the US 
political fold, references to 
Nazi occupation and the 
“fight for freedom” fell flat, 
as even normally 
supportive mass media 
reports called to question 
his personal and his 
political ability. An 
ambivalent French public, 
coupled with some 
interrogative political 
maneuvering by President 


Chirac, highlighted every weakness of the 
current “leader of the free world". Interviews 
conducted by less deferential journalists, 
calling into question the thorny issues, 
often left Bush relying heavily on rhetoric 
with little rational or factual basis. 

In short, the timing of the trip is more 
important than its events. A nuclear test, a 
increasingly torturous military campaign in 
Palestine, the inclusion of a former nuclear 
enemy into a strategic alliance; all these 
things fade under the growing hints strain 
on the normally self-congratulatory 
relationship between the affluent countries 
of Europe and the United States. If the EU 
gains strength and confidence in policy 
decisions, coupled with a less deferential 
economy, it is conceivable that Bush will be 
making more trips across the water- each 
time with less and less authority, each time 
giving ground to the growing dissent. 
While seemingly innocuous, such a shift 
has before proven to have far-reaching 
consequences, notably in the case of the 
former Soviet Union. The evolution of 
White House policies toward the NRC and 
the EU, while rarely front-page news, will 
possibly predict the headlines of the next 
new crisis. 
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Nor any plant or animal upon this earth 
Nor cause the wind to blow 

Nor light from heaven - there - to flow. 
— Jesse Harris 
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